


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































> State

rersity
ching
Band 

's roots go back to 1870 when the Ohio 

sembly established the Ohio Agricultural and 

I College. The new college was made possible 

3 provisions of the Land-Grant Act. signed 

1t Lincoln on July 2, 1862. This legislation 

'.ed the nation's approach to higher education, 

�allege degree within reach of all high 

Juates. Classes began at the new college on 

r 17, 1873. Twenty-four students met at the old 

ust two miles north of Columbus. 

3 name was changed to The Ohio State 

In that same year the first class of six men 

in 1879, the university graduated its first woman. 

sity has grown considerably since those early 

llment exceeds 55,000, with more than 

the Columbus campus. Our diverse student 

is from ever county in Ohio, every state in 

nd nearly 140 foreign nations. 

's 4,500 faculty members are some of the 

e world. They are internationally known for 

:mic credentials, real-world experience, and 

1e research in areas as diverse as human 

·ansportation, and supercomputers. More
0 staff members, including academic

3sidence hall staff, counselors, and numerous

committed to our students' success.

consistently ranks among the top national 

versities for undergraduate, graduate, and 

31 programs. We combine a responsibility 

ancement and dissemination of knowledge 

-grant heritage of public service, offering an
·ange of academic programs in the liberal

:iences, and the professions. Students can
1 more than 10,000 courses in 19 colleges

University President E. Gordon Gee 

and 100 departments, divisions or schools. There are 177 

undergraduate majors and 214 graduate fields of study 
and professional programs. 

Among its many treasures, Ohio State offers a 

magnificent environment for learning at one of the 

largest universities in the country. The Oval, the heart 

of the Columbus campus is beautifully landscaped and 

surrounded by stately buildings including historic Orton 
Hall, the Main Library, and University Hall. Regional 

campuses around the state are located in Lima, Newark, 

Mansfield, and Marion; there are also the Agricultural 

Technical Institute (ATI) and Ohio Agricultural Research 

and Development Center (OAR DC) in Wooster. 

All told, the university maintains 813 buildings on 13,427 

acres. In Columbus, 329 buildings occupy the 1,715 

acre campus. The university has its own airport, bus 

system, police departments and power plant. Ohio State 

has some of the finest facilities in the world to support 

learning, including state-of-the-art technology and library 

system with one of the largest research and academic 

collections in North America. 

Virtually everyone in Ohio and beyond enjoys some 

benefit from Ohio State through countless outreach and 

engagement activities. Most notably: 

The Ohio State University Medical Center has been 

consistently named one of America's best hospitals 

The Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and Richard J. 

Solove Research Institute is one in only a handful 

of freestanding cancer research and treatment hospitals 

in the United States. Ohio State also brings its people 

and facilities to the public through Continuing Education 

Programs. Our extension offices can be found in each of 

Ohio's 88 counties. 

Th Ohio State 

University 
Marching 

Band 

The crowds at Ohio Stadium explode with enthusiasm 

as "The Pride of the Buckeyes" march onto the 

field each fall. The bands brilliant performances have 

also been cheered at numerous Rose Bowl games 

and parades, as well as the Outback, Orange, Sugar, 

Cotton, Citrus, and Fiesta Bowls. In addition, the band 

has marched in four Presidential Inaugural Parades. 

Throughout the country, the Ohio State University 

Marching Band is known for its tradition of excellence. 

The Ohio State University Marching Band is one of the 

few college all-brass and percussion bands in the 

country, and is commonly acknowledged as the largest 

of its type in the world. However, Ohio State's band 

had humble beginnings. The first instrumental musical 

organization on the Columbus campus was a twelve

piece fife and drum core organized in 1878. A sixteen

piece band performed for the commencement of 1879. 

Gustav Bruder, a professional musician with military 

band experience, was hired to lead the band in 1896. 

Under Bruder, the band grew in size and began playing 

and marching for all military and athletic events. In 

1920, the marching band combined with the Varsity 

Band to form a new 100-piece band that marched under 

the leadership of Edwin "Tubby" Essington, the first 

strutting drum major. 

The modern history of the band began with Professor 

Eugene J. Weigel who virtually created the college 

marching band as we know it today. It was Weigel 

who changed the band to all-brass and percussion 

instrumentation in 1934. He also introduced script 

writing to the football field with the first performance of 

"Script Ohio" in 1936. Manley Whitcomb became the 

third director of the band in 1939 and the post was held 

by William McBride during the war years (1943-1945) 
with Whitcomb returning to the podium in 1946. Jack O. 

Evans became the band's fifth director in 1952 and held 

the post for twelve seasons. Charles L. Spohn took over 

in 1964 and led the band until 1970 when Paul Droste, a 

former member of the band, was named director. In the 

1984 season, Dr. Jon R. Woods was named director and 

has been leading the band ever since. 

Many marching band innovations were first tried and 

developed at Ohio State. Among them are floating and 

animated formations, measured step marching, script 

writing, and the fast cadence with a high knee lift. Brass 

instruments especially designed for marching bands 

were also first used at Ohio State. 

The official school fight songs, "Buckeye Battle 

Cry"(1919) and "Across the Field"(1915) date back to 

early in the 20th century, while other tunes such as 

"Hang On Sloopy"(1965) have become more modern 

traditions. "Script Ohio" is "The Trademark of The Ohio 

State University Marching Band" and is considered by 

many to be the most memorable tradition in college 

band history. 

The Ohio State University Marching Band has gained, 
and continues to enjoy, national and international 

acclaim, having been honored with the Sudler trophy in 

1988 as the outstanding college band in the country and 

saluted by USA Today in a multi-page article highlighting 

the band's many fine traditions and continued 

innovations. Many experts agree that it is this rich 

tradition that has maintained the band's reputation as a 

trend-setter in the modern marching band arena. 
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